A Pastoral Letter to our Pastors and Churches on the Subject of Immigration

Greetings in the grace and peace of Jesus the Christ!

Over the last few days, many have experienced elevated concerns due to recent executive orders
and potential immigration policy changes. The rollout of these changes already impacts families,
friends, and neighbors directly and traumatically. This letter intends to provide clarifying
information, guidance, and encouragement.

Scripture reminds us, as God’s holy people, to work for righteousness and justice, to practice
compassion and hospitality, by welcoming the stranger among us. In fact, the Manual of the
Church of the Nazarene (paragraph 921) provides a framework to help us understand the
invitation to this critical and life-giving ministry. Today our response as followers and disciples
of Jesus the Christ must include treating immigrants with love, respect, and mercy. These actions
reflect our commitment to embody the Scriptural call to love and serve as faithful witnesses of
Christ Jesus, our Lord.

Now, churches facing these challenges should be aware of practical considerations related to
what can or cannot happen in our local churches. Churches may provide food, shelter, and
general care to all, regardless of immigration status. While public declarations of ‘sanctuary’
status may have symbolic importance, they do not offer legal protection. The use of the term
‘sanctuary’ in this sense may be easily confused with the location in a church building called a
sanctuary. In the context of giving ‘sanctuary’ to anyone being pursued by legal authorities,
church buildings do not offer legal protection. However, if your church is considering offering
sanctuary, we strongly encourage you to consult legal counsel regarding potential risks and to be
aware of the guidance included in the attached document on Sanctuary and Harboring.

Churches are not required to inquire about or record immigration status except for employment
purposes. If you have specific questions regarding practical considerations, please read the
attached document. In these days, it is important to remember that our local churches are indeed
churches and can and should do the work of the Church to, for, and with all people. With
Christ’s love as our guide, we face people with open hearts and open arms.

I am working with our staff to collect and synthesize helpful resources. In coming days, I intend
to establish Zoom gatherings to pray, check in with one another, and review strategies for
providing support and encouragement to the diverse members and friends entrusted to our care
and responsibility across the Metro NY District. Be on the lookout for these opportunities!

Finally, be reminded of this truth:

“What then are we to say about these things? . . . In all these things we are more than
conquerors through him who loved us. For I am convinced that neither death, nor life,
nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height,
nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of
God in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 8:31; 37-39).



Feelings of fear and uncertainty are real, but our faith and confidence in the One who loves,
redeems, and reconciles is just as real. I encourage you, pastors and churches, to consult legal
counsel when necessary and rely on trusted resources for guidance. Together, we walk these days
as the Body of Christ in the world.

If you have any questions or are looking for support in any of these matters, please email Rev.
Teanna Sunberg, Mission New York community consultant for immigration.

God’s hope and peace to you,

Rev. Dr. Jeff Barker,
District Superintendent



